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MINUTES OF ANNUAL VIRTUAL MEETING OF
THE SOCIETY OF PHI ZETA
Thursday, July 17, 2024

Zoom Meeting sponsored by Auburn University

1. Call to Order.  President Emily Reppert called the 2024 virtual meeting to order at 2:00 pm Eastern Daylight Time.
Twenty-two of 33 chapters were able to participate. Representatives of the following chapters were present for the meeting:

	[bookmark: _Hlk517102802][bookmark: _Hlk517102939]Chapter
	Institution

	Alpha
	Cornell University

	Beta
	University of Pennsylvania

	Epsilon
	Auburn University

	Eta
	Texas A&M University

	Lambda
	University of California

	Nu
	Oklahoma State University

	Omicron
	Purdue University

	Pi
	University of Missouri

	Rho
	Tuskegee University

	Sigma
	Kansas State University

	Tau
	Louisiana State University

	Phi
	University of Tennessee

	Chi
	Virginia-Maryland Regional College Vet Med

	Omega
	Mississippi State University

	Alpha Alpha
	University of Wisconsin

	Alpha Beta
	Tufts University

	Alpha Gamma
	Oregon State University

	Alpha Delta
	St. George’s University

	Alpha Zeta
	Ross University

	Alpha Eta
	Midwestern University

	Alpha Theta
	Lincoln Memorial University

	Alpha Iota
	Texas Tech University


As there was representation from at least five chapters, a quorum was constituted.

2. Introductions and President's Report: Emily Reppert welcomed those in attendance. Roll call was made at the beginning and the end of the meeting. 

3. Approval of Minutes of 2023 Virtual meeting:  Minutes of the July 20, 2023 meeting were presented for discussion. The minutes had been presented to the chapters soon after the July 20, 2023 meeting for an unofficial vote. Motion to accept the 2023 minutes was made, seconded.

4. Secretary-Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer’s Report for 2023-2024 was presented and showed an increase in income of about $5,000 due to the donation by Nestle Purina in support of the Research Manuscript Award. In addition, the income represents certificates for 925 new members. The increase in certificate orders means we will need to order another printing of 1000 certificates (normally an every other year expense). Expenses fell largely into 3 categories: Manuscript Award expenses (~$5,300), office supplies and printing expenses (~$1,900), and postage/shipping expenses (~$450). Flat rate postage for shipping certificates by USPS Priority increased again this past year. The amount of money left over after accounting for expenditures this year was ~$5,500. The calculated amount of dividend for the 22 chapters in attendance is ~$250. The actual amount to give back to the chapters in attendance is $200 per chapter.

5. Phi Zeta Research Awards: Dr. Reppert described the purpose of the Research Manuscript Award to recognize research excellence among graduate veterinarians. She thanked the reviewing chapters for 2023-2024, which were University of Minnesota, University of Missouri, University of Pennsylvania, University of Tennessee, University of Wisconsin, Virginia Tech, and Western University of Health Sciences. There were 27 manuscripts submitted and each institution had 1 or 2 manuscripts in each category to review. The reviews reflected conscientious consideration of the manuscripts and were mostly submitted in a timely manner. 

Dr. Reppert announced the winner of both Research Manuscript Awards, in the Basic Science category and in the Clinical Science category, was Dr. Rebecca M. Legere, who was sponsored by Texas A&M University. The title of her Basic Science entry was “Equine bronchial epithelial cells are susceptible to cell entry with a SARS-CoV-2 pseudovirus but reveal low replication efficiency.” The title of her Clinical Science entry was “Intramuscular but not nebulized administration of a mRNA vaccine against Rhodococcus equi stimulated humoral immune responses in neonatal foals.” Both manuscripts were published in the American Journal of Veterinary Journal. Dr. Legere will be receiving a check for $2000 and 2 plaques recognizing her work. There will also be an announcement of Dr. Legere’s accomplishment submitted to JAVMA for publication in JAVMA News.

Dr. Reppert named the reviewing chapters for the 2024-2025 competition: Auburn University, Colorado State University, Cornell University, Iowa State University, Kansas State University, Lincoln Memorial University, Louisiana State University and Michigan State University.

6. Old Business:  
a. Dr. Josephson will be emailing chapter representatives of attending chapters to find out their preference for receiving their dividend as either a check or as a credit toward purchasing certificates, along with a notice if they still have credit from the 2023-24 year. Chapters requesting a check will need to send Dr. Josephson their mailing address for the check.

b. IRS reporting by individual chapters: Dr. Josephson reminded representatives of U.S. chapters that, if they collect income (e.g., dues, donations) and maintain control over that income separate from their institution, then, in order to maintain their tax exempt status, their chapters have to file a 990N ePostcard (report) with the IRS annually during the period between July 15 and November 15. More information is available on the Phi Zeta website, www.societyofphizeta.org.

c. Dr. Josephson reminded the chapter representatives to send her the names of new members each year and the names and contact information for new officers.

d. Dr. Reppert reported that she will follow up with Nestle Purina to see if they would still be willing to provide funding for the Research Manuscript Awards, and requested that if any chapters have corporate contacts they share them or investigate if they would be willing to help fund the Awards. Dr. Evans from Midwestern University shared that they publish the names of their inducted members on their website to encourage charitable giving for Phi Zeta. Dr. Jandrey from UC-Davis suggested creating a funding proposal that could be distributed more widely to corporations or other entities such as Morris Animal Foundation or specialty colleges interested in helping new veterinary researchers.

7. New Business:
a. Proposed Budget for 2024-2025: Briefly discussed. Proposed budget was available on the Treasurer’s Report.

b. Chapter access to national member database: Recognizing the need for chapters to be able to see who the members of Phi Zeta are, Dr. Reppert opened discussion of how best to meet that need and what the chapters’ opinions were. One suggestion was to create a login and password that chapters could use to access the database.

c. 100th anniversary of Society of Phi Zeta founding at Cornell University: During discussion it was brought up that the national organization could highlight this event in its efforts to secure corporate funding. Dr. Cheong from Cornell reported that the archive of national documents is being organized at Cornell Libraries after the initial work by Dr. Cheryl Blaze to get the documents to Cornell. A suggestion was made to recognize the long service to Phi Zeta by some past officers. Another suggestion was to create a research award category, separate from the current Research Manuscript Award for graduate veterinarians, to recognize DVM student research excellence. The Summer Scholars program was mentioned. The logistics of managing a research award to be presented to one of out of all of the Summer Scholars was mentioned as an obstacle to this. Another suggestion was to have a National Phi Zeta research symposium in which participants present their research in short blocks of time, maybe 3-5 minutes each. A benefit of this would be getting to see what kind of research is being done at other CVMs. Making it a competition would motivate students to participate. Dr. Reppert proposed that a subcommittee be formed of chapters wanting to make a national symposium happen. Dr. Josephson will look into having commerative lapel pins made for the 100th anniversary.

d. Other business: No other new business was brought up.

IV. Adjournment:  With no further items to discuss President Reppert adjourned the meeting at 2:51 pm Eastern Daylight Time.

Respectfully submitted,

Eleanor Josephson, Secretary-Treasurer
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