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Unofficial Minutes
[image: ]

MINUTES OF ANNUAL VIRTUAL MEETING OF
THE SOCIETY OF PHI ZETA
Thursday, July 23, 2025

Zoom Meeting sponsored by Auburn University

1. Call to Order.  President Emily Reppert called the 2025 virtual meeting to order at 2:00 pm Eastern Daylight Time.
Twenty of 33 chapters were able to participate. Representatives of the following chapters were present for the meeting:

	[bookmark: _Hlk517102802][bookmark: _Hlk517102939]Chapter
	Institution

	Alpha
	Cornell University

	Epsilon
	Auburn University

	Eta
	Texas A&M University

	Iota
	Washington State University

	Kappa
	University of Minnesota

	Lambda
	University of California

	Nu
	Oklahoma State University

	Pi
	University of Missouri

	Rho
	Tuskegee University

	Sigma
	Kansas State University

	Tau
	Louisiana State University

	Phi
	University of Tennessee

	Chi
	Virginia-Maryland Regional College Vet Med

	Alpha Alpha
	University of Wisconsin

	Alpha Beta
	Tufts University

	Alpha Gamma
	Oregon State University

	Alpha Delta
	St. George’s University

	Alpha Epsilon
	Western University of Health Sciences

	Alpha Zeta
	Ross University

	Alpha Iota
	Texas Tech University


As there was representation from at least five chapters, a quorum was constituted.

2. Introductions and President's Report: Emily Reppert welcomed those in attendance. Roll call was made at the beginning and the end of the meeting. 

3. Approval of Minutes of 2024 Virtual meeting:  Minutes of the July 17, 2024 meeting were presented for discussion. The minutes had been presented to the chapters soon after the July 17, 2024 meeting for an unofficial vote. Motion to accept the 2024 minutes was made, seconded and approved.

4. Secretary-Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer’s Report for 2024-2025 was presented. Income from certificates represented the initiation of 1,059 new members. From the order of 1000 commemorative lapel pins, over 700 were sold ($2 each). The initial production cost was met and $300 profit helped defray the additional shipping costs. Expenses fell largely into 3 categories: Manuscript Award expenses (~$2,300), office supplies and printing expenses (~$2,900), and postage/shipping expenses (~$650). Flat rate postage for shipping certificates by USPS Priority increased again this past year. The amount of money left over after accounting for expenditures this year was almost $14,000. The calculated amount of dividend for the 20 chapters in attendance is $398. The actual amount to give back to the 20 chapters in attendance is $300 per chapter.

5. Phi Zeta Research Awards: Dr. Reppert described the purpose of the Research Manuscript Award to recognize research excellence among graduate veterinarians. She thanked the reviewing chapters for 2024-2025, which were Auburn University, Cornell University, Kansas State University, Lincoln Memorial University, and Louisiana State University. There were 28 manuscripts submitted and each institution had 1 or 2 manuscripts in each category to review. The reviews reflected conscientious consideration of the manuscripts and were mostly submitted in a timely manner. 

Dr. Reppert announced the winners of the Basic Science and Clinical Science categories. Winner in the Basic Science category was Dr. Lorena S. Feijo who was sponsored by Cornell University. The title of her manuscript was “Application of blood parameters for the early diagnosis of natural ascending placentitis in pregnant mares” and was published in Theriogenology. Winner in the Clinical Science category was Dr. Matthew R. Kulpa who was sponsored by Texas A&M University. The title of his manuscript was “A footworm in the door: revising Onchocerca phylogeny with previously unknown cryptic species in wild North American ungulates” and was published in International Journal of Parasitology. Each author will receive a check for $1000 and a plaque commemorating their achievement. There will also be an announcement of Dr. Feijo’s and Dr. Kulpa’s accomplishments submitted to JAVMA for publication in JAVMA News.

Dr. Reppert named the reviewing chapters for the 2025-2026 competition: Midwestern University, Mississippi State University, North Carolina State University, Ohio State University, Oklahoma State University, Oregon State University, Purdue University, and Ross University.

6. Old Business
a. Dr. Josephson requested that chapters indicate in the Zoom Chat their preference for receiving their dividend as either a check or as a credit toward purchasing certificates. Chapters requesting a check need to include their mailing address for the check.

b. IRS reporting by individual chapters: Dr. Josephson reminded representatives of U.S. chapters that, if they collect income (e.g., dues, donations) and maintain control over that income separate from their institution, then, in order to maintain their tax exempt status, their chapters have to file a 990N ePostcard (report) with the IRS annually during the period between July 15 and November 15. More information is available on the Phi Zeta website, www.societyofphizeta.org.


c. Dr. Josephson reminded the chapter representatives to send her the names of new members each year and the names and contact information for new officers.

7. New Business:
a. Proposed Budget for 2025-2026: Briefly discussed. Proposed budget was available on the Treasurer’s Report.

b. Other business:

i. Nominations are now open for position of President.
ii. Nominations are now open for position of Secretary-Treasurer.
iii. Anyone with questions about either position are welcome to contact Dr. Reppert (erepper@vet.k-state.edu) or Dr. Josephson (josepem@auburn.edu). 

Adjournment:  With no further items to discuss President Reppert adjourned the meeting at 2:32 pm Eastern Daylight Time.

Respectfully submitted,

Eleanor Josephson, Secretary-Treasurer
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